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purchased them. Under the card or rationing system
which existed then in Russia, after getting their
allotment of food and clothing, the skilled workers
found that the additional roubles they received were
worthless to them because the commodities they
wished to purchase were not only prohibitive in
price, but, on account of their scarcity, were almost
unobtainable,

In this state of affairs, with hardly any new
plants being built and the old ones allowed to run
down, production diminished to such a degree that
the industries were not only unable to supply the
needs of the rural population and the export trade,,
but were also unable to produce enough to supply
the needs of even the workers in the cities. Produc-
tivity decreased in some cases to as low as 25 per
cent of the pre-war level.

Those were dark and gloomy days for the Rus-
sian people, and-the communist regime was living
through trying times. It must be admitted that
Stalin pulled the Bolsheviks up by their own boot-
straps out of desperate straits by inaugurating in
1928 a planned economy with the slogan Pjatiletka
(five-year plan). The aim and goal was to indus-
trialize Russia by building up her heavy industries